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Engage 2013 - Roundtable Focus Questions 

Roundtable Session #1: Wed - 2:00 to 3:00 pm – Validation & Supplementation of Findings 

All participants remain at table for all three questions. 

1) Later, we will discuss specific ecclesial/institutional factors that may contribute to the loss of 

young people from church ranks. However, what do you perceive to be the major historical, 

socio-cultural, and ideological (isms) factors at play? 

2) To what extent does the presented data (and the “aha’s!”) resonate anecdotally with you about 

youth in your context? What trends have you noticed that may not be reflected in the data? 

3) Given your understanding of the sample surveyed, the nature of the study, and its self-defined 

limits, what issues do you sense the study may not have addressed and may need to be 

addressed? 

Roundtable Session #2 – Wed - 4:15 to 5:00 pm – Interpreting the Four Types  

1) Share some anecdotes of the “four types” of “church-raised young adults” amongst your group 

for no more than 10 minutes. Try to have at least one story heard around the table representing 

each of the four types. 

2) Multiple Question discussion: “Recorder” remains anchored at Table. Participants move once. 

A. Tables 1-2: Why might young adults have more positive experiences with God than the 

church? 

B. Tables 3-4: Why might most Wanderers and Rejecters who have grown up in the church 

report they never experienced the love of God personally? 

C. Tables 5-6: Given that many young adults judge the church to be pointless, what would 

young adults say the point of the church should be? 

D. Tables 7-8: What are the toughest questions of young adults? 

E. Tables 9-10: Whose questions do we tend to answer as a church? 

Roundtable Session #3 – Wed - 7:45- 8:30 pm Home and Faith Drivers/Barriers  

All participants remain at table for both questions. 

1) Given the correlation there appears to be between a family’s level of religious commitment to 

a youth’s future commitment to the faith, what are the characteristics and practices which mark 

a religiously “consistent” family that tries to bring faith to bear in every day life?  

2) How can churches help parents to understand the vital role they play in the formation of their 

children’s faith? What are ways to better equip parents? 
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3) Are there home (i.e., parents) “drivers” or “barriers” that the study does not appear to address 

and which you think are significant factors to nurturing future faith of young adults? 

Roundtable Session #4 – Thurs - 9:45 – 10:30 am Church Drivers/Barriers:  Discerning 

Ministry Implications  

Multiple question discussion: “Recorder” remains anchored at Table. Participants move once. 

A. Tables 1-2: What are the main ecclesial/institutional factors that appear to be most non-

conducive to youth and young adult engagement? Are there any non-negotiables (i.e., things 

that we must not be tempted to change) when it comes to church structures or tradition? 

 

B. Tables 3-4: How do we help youth and young adults discern the difference between 

“experiences of God” and just plain “experiences”? In this regard, discuss how experience 

for young adults functions as an “authority” in their spiritual and moral decision making. 

 

C. Tables 5-6: Increased adult participation in youth and young adult lives is a significant factor 

for keeping youth engaged in church life. How can we encourage church congregants to be 

surrogate moms and dads to “orphaned” youth, i.e., youth who are actual orphans or whose 

parents show no religious commitment? Similarly, how can we encourage adult participation 

with youth whose parents are religiously committed?  

 

D. Tables 7-8: What are the risks and benefits to church and organizational leadership in 

handing off increased leadership to youth and young adults? What are concrete examples of 

how this can be done? 

 

E. Table 9: How does your church or organization presently tackle tough topics like 

homosexuality, premarital sex, partying, gender roles, and ultimate truth? What needs to 

change? 

 

F. Table 10: What happens at camp or during a mission trip that appears to cause faith to come 

alive? What are the implications for your church or organization?   

 

 

 


